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| 7o .~ -These exerc_ises focus on contact obstacles. The higgesteumplaim
g . | hear when talking about contact obstacle performance:is that
L.\ | thedog's performance in the ring does hot match his perfarmance

' in training. I find that most of the problems are caused when the
handler-does not practice distance from the contact obstacles,
-including sending alread, running past the obstacle, and getting
_lateral distance. When we arein a trial sutuatmn ‘all of these skills -
- are required on'the course, Sometimes we gef stuck behind the dog
or-we are forced by the design. of lhé course b be ahead of the -

practmed that, the dog’s performance is not the same:-

In-Fic | you should try staying behind’ your-dog on the
eontacl in- each short sequence, then try driving past the

\ :

hetween you and the contact. When staying behind; try
‘stopping before you getto the contactand see if your dog still.
- drives ahead: Also; try running‘ahead to the third obstacle in -~

your dog cannot do this, you might want to revisit some ofthe
articles on contaet trammg in prewnus |ssues of Clean Run.-

Figu 3 challenge you to get-ahead of your dog while - -
he is pen‘urmmg the cnntact ohstacle 50 that vnu can handle -
the sequence eﬁectweiy : e 7 : = et

- Figures 4 §try startlng thie sequenee w:thout a lead nut'-'
o, resemhle tlmes when.you mlght he on-course. and: get: caught
‘behind your dog. . R S

__ --'opportumtles to' send your dog ahead to the contaet and-wait for.
. .the: pmper contact performance and alse to get ahead of the dug'
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dog or at a'lateral distance from'the dog, and-if we havent '

contact, and then try running with 5’ ar 10’ oflateral distance - ..

each sequence while your dog is periormmg the contact. If - -

The last fwe sequences |i1 6t uﬁer manv =T



to handle a tricky sequence after
the contact. Have fun and remember
“to reward often for proper contact
-performance and to go back and
_ retrain areas that need improvement.

_ Karen Holik has been involved in agility for over
.15 years as.a competitor.and a USDAA and-AKC
--Judge, She‘hascompetedin the finals of the USDAA'
‘Grand Prix of Dog Agility World-Chanipionships
‘and Dog Agility Steeplechase Championships
‘many timeswith all her dogs: two Shelties, @ Border
.. ~Collie, and-an All-American:.Her youngeést dag,
" ADCH MACH?2 Triune’s Feelin Hot Hot Hot, a.k.a.

Sizzle, is a two-time USDAA National Steeplethase -* -

Champion and was a member of the AKC/USA-
- World Team int 2003,2005, 2006, and 2007. Karen

offersprivatelessons and seminars; contact her at

oncoursehgiﬁty@commsr.net.




